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A 
REPRESENT ATION 


OF THE SAD 
Condition and Humble Deſires 
Of the PEOPLE of 


G 4 A S G O W. 


T pleaſed the Lord, inthe deep of his 
Wiledome and over- -ruling Providence, 
) (o to diſpoſe, that , upon the 17. of 

: P a laſt, 1652. being Thurſday , 4 
irtle before two of the clock in the after- 

<f noon, a ſudden and violent fire brake up 

t within a narrow clofſe, upon the Eaft 

fide ofthe ſtreet above the Croſſe, which, within a ſhort 
_— burnt up fix cloſſes with diverſe conſiderable buil- 
ings upon the fore-ſtreet, And while the inhabitants of the 

neighbouring places of the Town were flocked together 
for the remoyall of the c00ds that could be gotten from 
amongſt the fire, and hindering, fo far as in them lay, the 
bg of the ſame : the wind, blowing from the North 
Eaft, carricd ſuch ſparks of the amine as kindled ow 
ctedly 
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Qedly ſome houſes on the Weſt fide of the Salt-Mercar, 
where the fire ſo ſpred, that it did overrun all from houſe to 
houſe , and conſumed in ſome few hours what came in its 
way , not only Houſes, but Goods alſo, both of the Inha- 
bitants of that ſtreer, and of others likewiſe, who, when 
the fire began upon them, had brought to that place theſe of 
their Goods and Moycables which were gotten ſafe from the 
fire that firſt ſeiſed upon them. This fire, by the hand of 
Gov, was Carried ſo from the one fide of that freer to the 
other, that it was totally conſumed on both ſides : and in 
it the far beſt and moſt conſiderable Buildings in the Town, 
with all the Chops and Ware-houlſes of the Merchants which 
were therein; And from that ſtreet the flamme was carried 
to the Tron-gait, Gallow-gait and Bridg-gait: In all 
which ſtreets 2 great many of conſiderable Cloſſes and Buil- 
dings, with the beſt yart of the moyeables and commodi- 
ties of the Inhabitants, were burnt to aſhes. This (ad dif- 
penſation, from the Hand of an angry GOD, continued 
neer by cighten hours, before the great violence of the fire 
began to abate. In this ſhort time, a great number of thoſe 
who were wealthy before were extreamly impoveriſhed, 
many Merchants and others neer by ruined; a very conſtde- 
rable number of Widows, Orphans and honeſt Families, 
were —_—_ to extream miſery, the Dwellings of almoſt 
a thouſand Families were utterly conſumed, and many of 
theſe, who had a large Patrimonie, and oftimes had been a 
ſhelter ro others in their ſtraits, had not themſelves a place 
where to cover their head, or knew wherewith to provide 
bread for them and their families, That which was preſerved 
from the violence of the fire, being caſt out in the open 
ſtreet, and by trequent removings thereof from one place to 
another, and from that to a third, and from athird yon 
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a fourth, as the fire occaſioned, ſo that it was cither taken 

away by ſtealth, which in ſuch a confuſion was inevitable : 

of rel great part ſo ſpoiled, that it was made utterly unpro- 
tadie, | 

When ſome hundreths of Families, in great diſtreſſe and 
wants, had, till the Saturnday art night, lycn in the open 
fields, and diverſe ot them were beginning to get ſome ſhel- 
ter with ſuch of their neighbours as the Loxp had ſpared: 
Upon the Loxvs Day, betwixt ſeven and eight in the mor- 
ning, the fire brake up anew in the North fide of the Tron- 
oait, and continued burning violently till neer by wwelve 
hours in the fore-noon, This new and ſad ſtroke, u 
the back of the other, not only deſtroyed diverſe Dwel- 
ling-houſes, and occaſioned the pulling down of many 
more. but it ſo terrified the whole Inhabitants, that all 
carried out of their houſes what moyeables they had, and 
took themſelves again for ſome nights to the open fields ; 
And in this fear, and removing of their goods from their 
houſes to the ſtreets, and from the ſtreets to the fields, the 
Joſſe by ſtcaling and ſpoiling of goods was very great to al] : 
and diverſe, on whom the fire unexſpeRedly feiſed , were 
altogetkcr ruined. 

As we deſire to acknowledge the Juſtice of the Lonpy in 
this terrible ſtroke, having miniſtred ſo much tewell ro 
the fire of his indignation that burns ſo hot againſt the 
whole Land : and to mourn under His heavy diſpleaſure, 
that His further 'wrath againſt us may, in his Sonne, be 
averted , So are we neceſſitate carneſtly to intreat for cha- 
ritable and timous ſupplie from our Chriſtian Brethren and 
Neighbours, whom we do inall humility requeſt, if there 
be any conſolation in Cur1srT, it any comfort of love, if 
any fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, 
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That they would tenderly lay to heart, and conſider the 
deſolate condirion of the =o Inhabitants of this aflited 
Citie, and ,” with cheerfulneffe and a willing minde, in 
due ſcafon, caſt ſome of their ſeed upon theſe many waters, 
for the refreſhment of us who are ready to faint in this our 
languiſhing condition. As GOD hath given every one abi- 
lity, ſo we hope they will give; A very mite, from a wil- 
ling minde of theſe who can do no more, will be accepred of 
the LORD, will be to us comfortable, and, we are confi- 
dent, will, be no\tmall matter of joy to themſelves, in the 
day of their accounts, that, in this fo conſiderable an op- 
portunity of charitic, they have not hid themſelves from 
their own fleſh. 


